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a great, Foreign Minister. It was his misfortune that his
leaning towards underhand dealings found encouragement
in diplomacy. Did he really believe, as has been asserted,
that diplomacy is the art of disguising one's thoughts ?
The fact remains that in different sets of circumstances
he gave the impression of saying and unsaying, giving his
word and withdrawing it, promising and not fulfilling.
When Herr von Weizsacker, Secretary of State at the
Wilhelmstrasse, wished to reject the French protest against
the rape of Czecho-Slovakia, he invoked " verbal assur-
ances," supposedly given by M. Georges Bonnet to Heir
von Ribbentrop in Paris at the time of the signing of the
Franco-German declaration. According to these " Czecho-
slovakia would not in future form the object of any
exchange of views."
I should like to be certain that M. Bonnet was right in
denying these " assurances." But it is a pity that by a
mere gesture or perhaps a silence he should have allowed
Herr von Ribbentrop to receive so mistaken an impression.
When he declared, in a note handed to Count von
Welczeck, the German Ambassador, that, notwithstanding
his own cordial relations with Herr von Ribbentrop, he
had made it abundantly clear to the same Herr von Ribben-
trop . in the previous December that any enterprise, of
whatever nature, which tended to modify the status quo
at Dantzig, would provoke armed resistance from Poland,
call into play the Franco-Polish agreement, and oblige
France to come immediately to the assistance of Poland,
I have no desire to put this solemn declaration in the
balance against the denial, by no means disinterested, of
the German Minister. At the same time I regret that
M. Georges Bonnet should so often be placed, thanks to
his nature and the vagueness of his words, under the
necessity of explaining and contradicting himself.
In a White Book, broadcast from Berlin by the D.N.B.,
the German Government published (at the end of March,
1940) sixteen diplomatic documents alleged to have been